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Introduction
Soon after the Navajo Mission was launched a half century ago, its
ministries caught the attention and gained the support of an ever
widening circle in the Brethren in Christ Church. My wife Lela and I,
along with Bishop and Mrs. E. J. SwaIm, first visited the mission in
1955. We were impressed by the warm welcome and eight-year growth
of the program and facilities. We were also impacted by a gutwrenching trip across sagebrush country in a Jeep driven by
Superintendent Wilmer Heisey!
In the years since, Lela and I visited the mission three more times.
Our last visit, along with Bob and Winnie Worman, was in the fall of
1996. Bob and I built kitchen cabinets for apartments to be used for the
new alcoholics rehabilitation program. Winnie and Lela did extensive
research for this booklet, including interviews with a number of
Navajos. They also reviewed the manuscript. Their work was
excellent, and I am most grateful.
I also wish to express sincere thanks to the following for their valued
assistance in numerous ways: Wilmer and Velma Heisey, Marion and
Rachel Heisey, George and Ethel Bundy, Charlie and Leone Byer, Beth
Melhorn, Alvin Burkholder, Warren Hoffman, Shelly Engle, Geoff
Isley, and Martha Long. Morris Sider, as always, was most helpful in
giving wise editorial counsel.
In Bible times all inhabitants of Palestine, like the Navajos of New
Mexico, lived in "a dry and thirsty land." They understood very well
the vital importance of water to sustain physical life. And so when
David declared, "...My soul thirsts for you [God], my body longs for
you, ... " those who sang his 63rd Psalm fully comprehended the
metaphor. In New Testament times, when Jesus spoke of his "living
water" in John 4, it again was a fitting physical/spiritual truth. It was
with these factors in mind that the decision was reached to entitle this
booklet Living Water.

As you read, you will at times notice the use of quotation marks
without an indication of the source. Such quotations were taken from
one of three publications: the Evangelical Visitor, Navajo News, or
Harulbook of Missions.
Choosing photographs was a time-comsuming task. The quantity was
large, the possible choices limited. Wilmer Heisey and George Bundy
helped me greatly in making the decisions.
One frustration as I wrote was reducing a vast amount of interesting
written material into relatively few pages. As some readers may know,
I love to tell stories when I write, but a good story demands many
words. As a result, some stories which could have been used were set
aside.
Here is just one example: At least 50 children of missionaries (MKs)
were an integral part of all that happened at the mission. Their
interchange with the Navajo children and adults, and also with other
missionaries, was of great mutual benefit. In the years since, numerous
MKs have been involved in worldwide service ministries. Hopefully,
future historians will have space and time to enlarge on their stories
along with those of other worthy people, both Navajo and Anglo, who
gave and received at the mission.
Notwithstanding reporting limitations, my "year by year" journey
through the Navajo Mission's forward-moving ministries has been an
exhilarating trip. It is my hope that God will be glorified, and each
reader inspired as these pages are perused.
(Upon checking my dictionary to be sure of proper usage, I found that
the above final word "perused" has two meanings: first, "to read
through carefully," and second (a more recent meaning), "to read
hastily, or more or less casually." There is, of course, at least one
other undesirable option.)
...Paul Hostetler

A Half Century ...
.. .in Yearly Sketches
Writing a college tenn paper is not an easy task. Part ofthe difficulty
is selecting a topic.
The year is 1944. One can picture college senior Lynn Nicholson,
with brow furrowed, bending over an encyclopedia in the library at
Beulah College (later Upland College), Upland, California. Perhaps he
has the N volume open to Nav... , and he's looking at a picture of a
Navajo Indian. He reads the caption and article, and then ponders on
his travels through Navajo tern'ton'es in 1942....
When Lynn decided to write his paper on the needs of the Navajo
Indians of New Mexico, his decision cast a bright institutional shadow
which has lengthened for more than 50 years.
After doing his research, he captured the story on paper. In so doing,
however, the story captured Lynn. He felt an increasing burden for
"the salvation of this poor and needy people." As he prayed, Lynn's
vision, which was first published in the February 1946 issue of the
Evangelical Visitor, was to found a Brethren in Christ mission among
the Navajos of northwestern New Mexico. He firmly stated:
It seems clear to us (perhaps including his wife Elinor] that the Lord
is concerned, and mightily working, that the Navajo people might
speedily hear the true Gospel, and be converted, to the end that they
also may become "partakers of His Holiness," and a testimony for
Christ in "these, the closing days of time."
In 1945 Lynn was ordained to the Christian ministry in the Upland
Brethren in Christ Church. That same year, in response to his request,
the Navajo Mission project was taken under the sponsorship of the
denominational Home Mission Board.
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The following year Lynn reported having visited two possible sites,
one of them the location later chosen. He and his wife began formal
study of the difficult language.

names of many people were listed who "helped us build, freely giving
their time." Such reports often concluded with a request for prayer and
an invitation to visit the mission at any time--and many did.

OPENING YEAR (1947) The Nicholsons continued their preparations
while they both taught Navajo children at the Huerfano government
school, 15 miles from the present mission site. Rosa Eyster joined them
to care for their baby. They resigned their teaching positions there on
August 1, 1947.
Some two weeks later Lynn and Elinor arrived at the Otis Trading
Post with Lynn Stephen, six months old, and Rosa Eyster, who
continued at the mission for 36 years. The land purchased for the
mission site, on Otis Hill nearby, was (and is) about 30 miles south of
Bloomfield, on the Chaco Canyon Road, two miles off Route 44, the
main highway between Farmington and Albuquerque. It is strategically
located in the center of five Navajo communities, with good access to
the whole Navajo tribe.
On Monday, August 18, they put up tents on the mission property.
It was a rainy day, and so they needed to work between showers. Lynn
had purchased a thousand parachute boxes, from which buildings and
furniture were soon constructed.
Water: The November Visitor reported, "At the present time we are
using our spare time in digging a well." This became a long and
tedious project.

(1949) Lynn Nicholson gave the first hint of the need for a more
complete medical ministry at the mission. "Frequently folks come to us
[for] help in getting them to a doctor or hospital." The nearest doctor
was 45 miles away, and the only satisfactory hospital, 65 miles.
Water: Giving up on previous drilling efforts, a well was started at
another location, hitting water at 92 feet. However, the flow was
only 15 gallons per hour. [At] "some future time when the Lord
wills, perhaps we can drill deeper."
The mission school opened successfully for its first term, with 11
children enrolled. The school was operated on a 5-day week boarding
basis, and had a government lunch program. Dorothy Charles was the
mission school's first teacher and, according to a co-worker, was "one
of the most effective missionaries I have ever met." She set a high
standard for the many other competent and consecrated teachers who
served in the years following.

(1948) In February, after enduring much snow ann cold weather in
their tent dwellings (elevation 7,000 feet), they moved into the new
house, as yet not finished. According to the denominational Handbook
of Missions, construction began in the spring on a combination school
and meeting house.
It was a beginning year for evangelistic work: "visiting among the
people and presenting the Gospel message by means of Scripture reading
and hymn singing in the Navajo language and by use of
Navajo ... [phonograph] records."
Water: Drilling for water reached 166 feet, but without success. In
the meantime, all water was hauled in from several miles away.
Typical of what happened in all the years following, sincere thanks
was expressed to those who gave "of their tithes and offerings," and the

(1950)
The first annual interdenominational camp meeting was
convened in 1950, and proved to be a great blessing then and in all the
years following. Ruth Zercher RN arrived as the "pioneer nurse" at the
mission. The medical clinic was opened, marking a forward advance.
Milk: "Our first cow, Boss, has arrived." She gave two gallons of
good rich milk each day."
The year included other milestones. The Nicholsons resigned so that
Lynn could begin graduate studies. Isaac and Nina Schmucker replaced
them as superintendent and mission hostess. Isaac produced and edited
the first issue of Navajo News. Volume I, Number 1 was dated
September 15, 1950. The early issues were monthly, and were run on
the mission's mimeograph machine.
(1951) Missions have good days and bad days. Bad day: Someone
donated an electric power plant. Unfortunately, it didn't supply enough
power for even the lights, and the engine was too expensive to run.
Good day: A Jacobs Electric wind-driven plant, with 120 volt direct
current, 3000 watt capacity, was purchased and installed. "We now
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have more power than we know what to do with!" An electric pump
and pressure tank were put in place, along with a 25,000 gallon
reservoir. A 20 x 40 schoolhouse was built, and work was started on
the 14 x 10 vegetable cellar.
Baptisms: The first group of Navajos were baptized. It was a day
of great rejoicing.
Clara Meyer, RN, CM, arrived in June, to join Ruth Zercher in the
increasing nursing responsibilities. Her capable ministries extended to
mid-1954.
The front cover of the March Navajo News had a drawing of the
proposed new cross-shaped mission hospital. Inside, an article launched
the drive to raise funds for the facility. Construction began.
5TH ANNIVERSARY (1952) The Schmuckers said farewell; Wilmer
and Velma Heisey replaced tbem as head of the missionary team and
mission hostess.
The February issue of Navajo News, which had reached a circulation
of 1300, had a front page picture of the hospital. However, many
furnishings and supplies were still needed. The whole denomination
was getting involved!
The medical files included the names of 600 people who had been
treated in the clinic.
The mission's outreach was extended when regular services were
started about 25 miles away, in the Chaco Canyon area. Chaco is a
National Monument with well preserved ruins of the Anasazi Indians
dating back more than a thousand years.
Airstrip: A Piper Cub landed on the road in front of the mission, a
harbinger of a landing strip nearby.
The mission school was highly appreciated. Said one Navajo girl: "I
sure like school at the Brethern (sic) in Christ School, and I like my
teacher too."
At the end of the year 12 buildings stood on the 20-acre mission site.
Medical files listed more than 800 names.
(1953) Navajo John Peter Yazzie, age 39 and confined to a wheelchair,
joined the mission staff as interpreter. He also conducted devotions
daily in the hospital, and became the pastor at Chaco Canyon. "With
a song in his heart, ... [peter] is a blessing to many."
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Another Navajo, Fannie Scott, joined the staff as nurse's aide and
to school. children. She interpreted for morning worship
services, and hospital staff. Fannie learned English at the Methodist
Mission in Farmington. She was 82 when Winnie Worman and Lela
Hostetler interviewed her in Farmington in 1996.
Milk: A Jersey-Guernsey, Dolly, was given to the mission. She
served well for six years.
Another major step in mission plant development began in May with
the digging and welding of a natural gas pipeline, stretching 5500 feet
from the main line to the mission property.
The new hospital was dedicated on July 26, 1953. This project,
begun less than two years before, progressed through the efforts,
prayers, volunteer labor, and financial support of many Christian friends
from coast to coast. "It is a monument to no one, but rather an
institution raised to the honor and glory of our Lord Jesu Christ, the
Great Physician. "
Three generations! A woman on her way to Farmington decided she
couldn't get there on time, so she stopped at the mission hospital.
Shortly she delivered a baby girl. The woman's mother, was admitted
with an infected hand. Three days later tbe three returned home.
(1954) The following was written by mission Superintendent J. Wilmer
Heisey.
...More and more Navajos are being employed in the Farmington
area, a boom town now [1954] past 10,000 population. By all
appearances the income they receive is going into two main outlets.
One is a new pickup truck; the other, the cashier of the numerous
liquor stores.
An ever enlarging Navajo settlement at the edge of town gives rise
to social problems. Navajo boys and girls ... can go uptown to witness
the blessings and curses of the white man's civilization....
In the local area, of which the mission is a part, there are over 400
children of school age. Of this number only a little over 200 are in
school ....
The Navajo's greate t need: the stability that only faith in Christ
can bring.
The Home Mission Board approved adding a second teacher to the
1954-55 school program. This made possible meeting the needs of
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Navajo children through eighth grade, thus including the critical years
of the early teens.
Arriving in September, Jane Monn RN carried the heavy load of Head
Nurse at the hospital for more than a year until the first resident doctor
arrived.
Plants: For several weeks Rosa watched as Peter Yazzie watered his
Easter Lily. Imagine Rosa's surprise when Peter confirmed the fact
that the "Easter Lily" was in reality an onion.
(1955) Counting blessings at the Navajo Mission was an experience to
stimulate faith: Growth in Sunday School attendance .. .Increase in
hospital ministry ...Enlargement of school program...Much needed
equipment for mission plant. ..Funds necessary to keep operational
budget out of red ...Fine group of laborers for harvest field ...Hungry
hearts opened to message of Jesus' love.
"We have lost our Apostle Paul!" This expression summed up the
esteem with which Lorenzo Iashie, Navajo evangelist, was held.
Lorenzo died at age 35. After spending over 20 years in sin, he gave
his remaining years as a front line soldier for Christ. An evangelist, he
preached powerfully at many points in Navajo country, including five
annual mission camp meetings.
Water: Because increasing demands created a water shortage, new
drilling began. Sand was found at 526 feet, but alas, no water.
Then the equipment broke, leaving the drill bit in the hole.
(1956) Dr. Alvin Heise, the first of a series of highly qualified
physicians, came to the mission to head the medical program. The
state-licensed hospital now included a doctor, two full-time registered
nurses, two part-time nurses, and Navajo aides.
With excellent timing, the mission at long last installed a radiotelephone for medical and other business use.
Milk: An older cow, Grandma, was bought from a nearby mission.
She did well for four years. Steers, hogs, sheep, and poultry were
also raised through the years.
The year included two other important developments: One was the
construction (almost complete) of a large 20 x 120 educational building.
Also, to meet a growing need at Chaco, a hogan type structure was built
as a meeting place.
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Water: The broken drill bit was retrieved. The well was then
drilled to the 573 ft level, where 5,000 gallons could be pumped per
day. Turbidity in the water, however, was a concern.
Attractive new signs were erected on State Route 44, guiding people
to the hospital and mission a few miles away.
10TH ANNIVERSARY (1957) The mission's tenth anniversary was
filled with significant forward steps.
After one year under the leadership of Dr. Heise, and increased
hospital ministry was reflected in: 410 admissions, with only one death;
2399 hospital patient days; and 4452 out-patient calls. (The small
medical clinic opened in 1950.)
The new Navajo Education Center was dedicated. The boarding
school, opened in 1949 with 11 pupils, had reached 50. Various
Navajos gave testimonies of their love for the Lord "who is no longer
[only] "the white man's God."
A television company built a relay tower on Huerfano Mountain. the
most prominent local landmark. A weather station was installed at the
mission by the U.S. Weather Bureau, part of a vast network across the
nation.
Water! The drilling rig struck good and plenteous water at 843 feet,
yielding over 15 gallons per minute! The new attempt was made
when the previous well tapered noticeably in production.
The total cost came to $9000. With his usual contagious enthusiasm,
Alvin Burkholder recently related the following to the writer:
Our Home Mission Board had taken action to limit the drilling costs
to $7000. When the drillers reached 800 feet, the allowed funds were
depleted. The Mission called Henry Ginder, Home Mission Board
chair, for permission to drill deeper. He felt he needed to talk to
Alvin Burkholder, another board member. But Alvin and his wife
were gone for the weekend, and no one seemed to know where they
were. By virtue of fervent prayer and ingenious sleuthing, Henry
finally located Alvin at a motel. When he dialed the number, Alvin's
first words were "How did you ever locate me?" Henry's answer was
"The Lord helped." Well, the men agreed that the drilling should
continue, and before long good soft water was reached in such
abundance at 843 feet that it far exceeds needs to this very moment,
forty years later. Hallelujah!
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(1958) The mission obtained three units of surplus government housing.
A 35 KVA AC power plant was also installed, replacing the overloaded
10 KW plant.
"Drunkenness continues to take its toll among the Navajos. The
hospital recently received two critical cases resulting from liquor. One
proved fatal, while the other remains critical."
The newly created Board of Directors met at the mission in August.
The board was composed of: Bishop Alvin Burkholder (chair), Bishop
Henry Ginder (vice chair), Joseph Aiken (secretary), Amos Buckwalter,
Henry N. Miller, Bill Boswell, Sam Minter, and Dr. Alvin Heise
(mission medical director).
"Camp meetings are becoming an avenue of fellowship and
evangelistic outreach for Navajo Christians. Two great camps were
spon ored and conducted entirely by local Navajo leaders." These
meetings have proved to be an effective answer to the squaw dance, a
big social event which includes drinking.
Airstrip: The Standard Oil Company installed a 2500 foot airstrip
1000 feet from the mission! (Eleven planes used it in six weeks to
transfer patients.)
(1959) Dr. John Kreider replaced Dr. Alvin Heise as the mission
Medical Director.
The total number of hospital medical service contacts grew to 10,775,
not including clinic contacts elsewhere.
A spiritual growth area--the publishing of a Christian Navajo "Prayer
Challenge"--began. Some quotations: "Pray for all ...who once made
a decision to follow Christ, ... but are in a weak spot. Satan is trying to
win them back.... They need out prayers. "We [also] want to reach our
people who are lost. "
Milk: A gift cow, Melita, was soon producing 40 pounds of milk
a day. Before long she was our only cow, as was Boss in 1950.
"But the Mission family had tripled."
A fall Bible School for adults started. It continued in following years
in various time frames.
(1960) The 2400 sq.ft. new hospital wing was completed and dedicated
on May 15. The wing contained the expanded clinic, an emergency
room, and various other urgently needed facilities.
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The birth of Charlene Francisco was significant. "Her mother is
Bertha Todacheene, who served as a nurse's aid for seven years. Her
father is Willie Francisco, one of the first students at the mission school.
During the 60s we expect to see many other young families
established....We do not wish to impose the white man's ideas upon our
Navajo friends ... .It is our hope that their confidence will not be in the
white man's ...gadgets--only Jesus can provide security with freedom in
the 60s, and for eternity. "

(1961) Sunday School attendance averaged 86.32 and church attendance
103.13. In 1962 these increased to 91.54 and 108.65.
Lambs: Four mission school boys won prizes when they showed
lambs at the 4-H Fat Lamb Show. In succeeding years they received
more honors. Many Navajos make their living as shepherds.
For ten years the mission struggled with a succession of ever
deteriorating power plants. In early 1961 a tall high-line pole with three
transformers was planted on mission property. Before long, "Old
Faithful," the ailing, noisy light plant was turned off and the silent REA
power switched on!
Pets: Dogs just loved the mission. A new litter brought the total to
ten. The solution: Pups and dogs--and even cats--were offered as
prizes for perfect school attendance. (After school was out, another
pup showed up. "He says he likes it here. ")
Fannie Scott presented a literal translation from Navajo of I
Corinthians 13:4-5: "Love is that which suffers long, and is kind; love
is not jealous, is not proud, is not mischievous. It is not unappreciative;
does not think only of itself, is not mean, does not say anything not
good about another."
An addition was made to the west end of the education building, and
the new shop building reached the rafter stage. Over 20 requests for
admission to the mission school were denied for lack of facilities.
15TH ANNIVERSARY (1962) Man of Yesterday - Old Dan, confused
and sick, died shortly after the winter snows came. Man of Today This middle aged Chaco man who had walked in darkness has come to
see the great light. Man of Tomorrow - Today's boy, in the mission
school, learning many things, is showing great promise. (Their stories
were told in Navajo News.)
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Statistics: 450 hospital admissions, 129 babies born, 2,393 hospital
patient days, 7,965 out-patient visits, 58,986 meals, 1,167 gue t
meals, 642 overnight guests.
School enrollment stood at 62. "The task is not to take the Navajo
out of the child, but to bring the child to Christ."
(1963) Dr. LeRoy Steinbrecher joined the staff as the Medical Director,
replacing Dr. John Kreider.
An aged Navajo grandmother was visited in the hospital. She shared,
"One day a young Navajo woman told me about the Lord, and 1
accepted him, but she didn't tell me how to follow the Lord." Well, that
situation soon changed.
"Evangelism is always a priority. Personal contact right in the hogans
is never neglected. Camp meetings are conducted ....Each fall an eightweek Bible School [serves all ages]."
A drive was launched for $15,000 to build and furnish a new 3224
sq.ft. dormitory for 40 boys. Construction began.
Airstrip: Because the shortness of the Standard Oil landing strip
created a safety hazard, the Navajo Tribe assisted in the development
of a 5,000 foot airstrip running parallel to the road.
One Friday evening a large group of staff and students tackled a
pickup truck load of fresh corn. As the evening progressed, 100, then
200, and the (by 12:30 a.m.) 324 quarts were in the freezer! The
school children had a great evening. None would ever forget "the night
we did the corn."
(1964) On Sunday, March 22, the mission experienced its worst-ever
dust storm. Winds reached 68 miles an hour.
The new boys dorm was dedicated on April 18. "The boys cannot
hide their delight.. . .It is evidenced in their looks, their words, and their
actions." More than 70 school children enrolled for the fall term; many
were turned away.
Milk: "Princess," a gift heifer, arrived, and soon had a calf. But
she had a wealcness--ignoring fences.
Only her good milk
production saved her.
(1965) Dr. Samuel Brubaker assumed the duties of Medical Director,
replacing Dr. Steinbrecher.
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The office of Business Manager was established, and Earl K. Stern
was the first to serve in this assignment.
"An institutional mission is subject to a whole catalogue of
circumstances that could divert its main thrust. But we discover that
Christ's adequacy for every circumstance in personal experience is
applicable to the witness of the Mission program that seeks to minister
to the broad scope of human need in Navajoland."
(1966) After 14 years of valued service, Superintendent and Mrs.
Wilmer Heisey accepted another assignment. Rev. and Mrs. Marion
Heisey, who previously served at the mission in 1955-59, succeeded the
Heiseys in 1968. Sam Minter gave interim leadership.
.
Some of Sam's observations: "During our mission's 20 years in
Navajoland, many changes have taken place ....These have been a
blessing when used wisely. But the process of getting the right use of
these into their [Navajo's] way of life is not an easy task. God alone
can change the heart and life .... The warm handshake of these dear
people [proves] that the Gospel has not lost its power."
A Friday evening recreational program was added to Chaco Canyon
activities. It was received with enthusiasm, reflected in increased
attendance at Sunday services and summer Bible Camp.
Bell: A windstorm blew down the trusty mission bell, a landmark
for nearly two decades. Plans: repairs and a move to a new site.
Briefly:
77 boarding students ...First summer service unit of
teenagers ...stronger evangelistic thrust in hospital program.
20TH ANNIVERSARY (1967) "Twenty years ago a Spirit-led band
[three people] of Brethren in Christ, willing to endure hardness for the
sake of the Gospel, erected a tent on Otis Hill. Today, at this same site
the love of Christ is radiated by Word and deed."
With ground-breaking scheduled on April 1 for the new chapel, the
building committee was finalizing plans. The congregation's building
fund had reached $1,400. The national Women's Mis ionary Prayer
Circle's goal for the project was $9,000, and the Junior Prayer Bands
had plans to purchase the pews. Block laying was completed in May,
and the cornerstone was laid in June.
On February 3 the second new wing of the hospital was occupied.
The patient total continued to grow.
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The Mission Sunday School placed second in the denominational
Forward Enlargement campaign, with an average October attendance of
123, a gain of 64 percent.
(1968) Dr. Donald Minter arrived to replace Dr. Samuel Brubaker as
the mission Medical Director.
"One hundred years have passed since the Navajo Reservation was
allotted to the tribe by the U.S. government. In this barren land, these
hardy people have not only survived, but greatly increased."
Culture: In the Navajo culture, the children and sheep belong to the
mother, the horses to the father.
The raising of the steeple for the new chapel attracted much attention.
the chapel was dedicated on April 28. "This occasion... climaxed the
vision and efforts of many people, and is a landmark on the emergence
of Navajo leadership."
For the third successive summer VSers helped at the mission. "These
three groups of teens brightened our days."
The Board of Directors authorized the construction of a new residence
for superintendents and their families. It was ready when Marion and
Rachel Heisey, and their five children, arrived in August.
"The Mission now has three full-time Navajos on the staff: Bessie
Trujillo, Peter Yazzie, and Lilly Begay. "
Airstrip: A new airstrip was built when a high tension power line
cut directly across the old one. "The taxiway comes within 100
yards of our hospital."
Portent of a future problem: A new government school opened just
five miles from the mission.
(1969) Dr. Robert Smith arrived to replace Dr. Donald Minter as the
Medical Director for one year.
The Navajos call themselves Dine (din-EH), meaning "the people."
It is a fact of history that all the power of American expansionistic
imperialism could not crush the spirit of the Navajos--they remain a
proud people.
"Increased involvement of the Navajos in the mission program:
mA Navajo parent now serves on the School Committee.
---A Navajo Church Committee was elected and is now serving.
---A third Navajo has joined the ranks of our full time staff.
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---Navajo teens have participated in out of state youth camps."
A significant shift in staff assignments came when one staff couple
was assigned to full-time evangelism and literacy. The fall school
enrollment was 79.
Water: "Water has been abundant since 1957, but metal deposits
have been causing mechanical trouble at the bottom of the well. We
are working on this."
(1970) The September-october Navajo News gave the sad news:
"... [The] hospital and clinic are now officially closed because of the
unavailability of a resident. Sandy Neyer, only remaining Registered
Nurse at the mission, has entered into a contract with the U.S. Public
Health to provide limited medical care for the Navajo children in this
area. "
Water: A new submersible pump was installed. (The old one
brought up from 10 to 15 million gallons of water in the past 13
years.) With the new pump the mission could double its use of
water.
The mission purchased 280 acres of land, which included the old Otis
Trading Post site, and added them to the 20 acres originally bought
from that same Otis property. Three out-of-service oil wells were on
the acreage. It was envisioned that the oil well casings could be
perforated into water wells to be used by the Navajos in crop irrigation
and/or building. (Both of these possibilities are still available options as
of this writing.)
(1971) In January the mission director, Dr. Marion Heisey, had good
news: "We are happy to report that plans for reopening the hospital are
under way. Dr. and Mrs. Charles Walters ...have announced their plans
for joining the staff in late summer, 1971. Dr. Walters will serve as the
Medical Director.... "
The mission chorus of 22 Navajo girls gave nine presentations in
Southern California in February. A Navajo mother, Ernestine Chavez,
went along and participated in the programs. Ben Stoner was manager
of the tour and Eunice Hoover directed the chorus.
"For 14 months Navajo Hospital was without a physician...and had to
close. Dr. Charles Walters is now here. His wife Sylvia is a registered
nurse and also serves on the nursing staff....The hospital opened on
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September 1.. .. With four nurses on the staff by early October, the
hospital will once again be able to operate at optimal levels."
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Garden: The mission had its first successful garden in its 26-year
history, with lots of squash, beans, com, cauliflower, eggplant,
pickles, cabbage, cantaloupe, and watermelons.
At their meeting in October, the Board of Directors discussed the
changing role of the mission in the community.

25TH ANNIVERSARY (1972) "After almost five months of operation,
the hospital [is] ... into full swing. In this short time we have discovered
that one of the severe medical problems of the Navajo is alcoholism'."
(A detailed explanation of treatment was given.)
The mission celebrated 25 years of successful, growing ministry
among the Navajos. "For 25 years the missionaries have planned,
organized, taught, ministered, visited, baptized, built, healed, and
preached to the Navajos at the Brethren in Christ Mission." During
those years, the Navajos became increasingly involved, participating in
a growing number of ministries in various ways, thus taking on ever
more responsibilities.
Did you know? The word Navajo means "place of the prickly pear
cactus." And the Navajo word TS'AHTAH, when used with
"mission," means "the mission among the sagebrush."
Rosa Eyster mused: "The mission has changed a lot in 25 years. It
started with a tent and now there are more than 25 buildings. We had
20 acres, ...now [we have] nearly 300 acres ....The staff started with
three people, now there are 38....0ur clinic has served more than 8,000
people." She mentioned outreach to Chaco and Farmington. "We do
not know what the next 25 years will bring, but we commit this to
God."
The superintendent agreed with Rosa, but he observed, in relation to
buildings: "A plateau of growth has been reached in mission plant
expansion which is likely to remain for some time."

(1974) Navajo Health Care Center was the new name given to the
service which replaced the Navajo Hospital. Even though Dr. Morris
Book arrived to serve as the Medical Director until 1976, the Board of
Directors decided that the Navajo Hospital would not reopen as an inpatient medical service.
Developments of new programs were already unfolding early in the
year. One was the psycho-educational screening of nearly a hundred
Navajo children. The staff cooperated to help bring the project to
completion.
The Chaco Building Committee worked on the feasibility of building
another church in order to accommodate the growing congregation.
At various times during his leadership, Director Marion Heisey
questioned the basic assumption that Navajos should be trained to serve
in the missionary's world. He observed, "The white man is beginning
to see more and more that what the Navajo needs is, not always the skill
and training of the white man's world, but the empathic and
understanding ministry of his own people." After developing this
concern extensively in Navajo News articles, Dr. Heisey concluded, "As
we consider our ministry to the Navajos, perhaps we should reassess our
direction based on what the Navajos can do for themselves, by
themselves, and of themselves."

(1973) The following major changes were made in the Mission school:
Each grade had a separate teacher...Three classrooms were
added...Navajo Nina Goldtooth taught the beginners ...Three Navajo
parents were added to the School Committee ... Another Navajo parent
taught bead crafts.
On August 3 the hospital closed for the second time--for the same
reason as before. Dr. and Mrs. Morris Book planned to move to the
mission to render service in 1974. Nurse Kathy Thuma remained on the
mission staff to give limited medical service to the staff and school
children.

(1975) "A special task force was appointed by the Board of Directors
to study viable alternatives to the medical ministry [at the Mission].
Other medical facilities in the community are giving the care which the
Navajo Hospital once provided, but other acute needs are
emerging...which are not being met by any other group .... [These
include] alcoholism, disturbed family relations, economic turmoil, and
educational deprivation. Strategies for attending to these needs are
presently being studied. "
For the fourth consecutive year college students came during January
Term to earn credit at the Navajo Mission.
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In November a curio shop was opened at the mission, with a good
display of creative arts and native crafts, which were to be sold for the
benefit of the Navajo people.

(1976) "Navajo Hospital (more recently known as Navajo Health Care
Center) will be permanently closing on June 12. This ends an era of
medical ministries among the Navajo people which spans over a quarter
of a century." In addition to the medical doctors who served in
previous years as indicated above, Dr. Glenn Hoffman filled in for
vacation relief.
Statistics: Total hospital admissions, 56-73, 8,569; births at
hospital, 56-73, 2,515; total out-patients treated, 56-76, 132,226.
In brief: The hospital maternity wing was changed to a dorm for 16
boys ....The Board of Directors approved the construction of a Navajo
Community Center (gym/multi-purpose building) .... Navajo Cecil Werito
became the pastor of the mission church.
Water: After six years of service, the submersible deep well pump
gave out. The mission was on emergency water ration until a new
pump could be installed.
30TH ANNIVERSARY (1977) "The mission has completed 30 years
of ministering to this community. Many children who attended during
the first decade of the mission school's existence are now sending their
own children." They were asked for reasons. A typical response:
"Because I felt the mission was like home, ... 1 know people there. I like
my children to know about the Lord as their personal Savior. I like the
education they are getting--it is good."
Plans went forward for construction of the large new community
center. This was in keeping with the mission's growing emphasis on
YOuh ministries. It was also among the beginnings of greater efforts to
connect with community families. Another helpful way was the addition
of a well-equipped laundromat in the community center. An alcohol
rehabilitation program was also explored. Still another way was the
purchase of property in Farmington in order to establish a ministry; Ben
and Eunice Stoner were much involved in this.

(1978) The same Church Board served two congregations. The English
speaking congregation met on Sunday morning, and the Navajo speaking

ABOVE: Lynn and Elinor Nicholson, founders of the Navajo Mission in 1947.
Also with them were Lynn Stephen, six months old, and Rosa Eyster.
BELOW: Dorothy Charles, first school teacher at the mission, teaches Shirley
Werito from God's Word (God Bizaad).

ABOVE: Original buildings about 1949. BELOW: The third mission water
well was drilled in front of the education building (NEC) in 1957 to a depth of
843 feet.

ABOVE: Joan Byer Wolgemuth's First Grade class in 1959. Front: Nelson Etcitty,
Eunice Werito, "Miss Joan," Jackson Padilla. Back: Mary Beyale, Paul King,
Nathaniel Henderson, Joe Sabaque, Nancy Heisey. BELOW: Nellie Larvingo
weaving (mother of 7 mission school children).

ABOVE: Staff in 1957: Marion Heisey, Jane Monn, Martha Long, Joan Byer,
Rosa Eyster, Velma Heisey, Wilmer Heisey, Alvin Heise, Maxine Heise,
Charles Myers Jr., Peggy Myers, Rachel Eshleman, Dorothy Charles, Earl
Wolgemuth. BELOW, L: Mission hospital, 1962. BELOW, R: 4-H lamb
show in 1962.
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ABOVE: Board of Directors, 1964: Dr. Robert Smith, Henry Ginder, Bill
Boswell, Joe Aiken, Alvin Burkholder, Henry N. Miller, Sam Minter, Paul
Switzer, Amos Buckwalter. BELOW: 4-H Club group, 1958: Front row: Mae
Cly, Shirley Werito, Lucinda Charlie, Lorraine Dempsey, Mae Mescal. Second
row: Martha Long, Nita Larvingo, Marie Benally, Louise Trujillo, Dolly
Lopez, Rose Mary Lopez. Third row: Gene Mescal, Alice Lopez, Ben
Francisco, Marian Andrews, Jimmy Ignacio, John Francisco. Back row: Roy
Larvingo, Marion Heisey, James Mason.
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congregation on Sunday afternoon. Each had its own pastor. Once a
month both groups came together for a fellowship meal.
A day school, with bussing provided, was planned for 79-80, after
more than a quarter century of boarding school. The reasons: area
government schools with bus routes; belief that parents should be more
involved with the rearing of their children; and belief that a day school
could provide the basic objectives of a Christian elementary school just
as well as boarding school.
In brief: The spacious new community center was dedicated with a
large crowd attending---Navajos Julia Chavez and Ernestine Chavez
joined the staff.
(1979) June 16 marked a very special day for Christians throughout
Navajo country: The new Navajo hymnal was dedicated. Seven years
in the making, the book had 365 hymns.
The summer activities began in the new community center with
parents, school children, and staff playing volleyball and other games.
Fellowship and fun predominated.
Dr. Ken Crider, working for a clinic in Farmington funded by Indian
Health Service, became the "Navajo staff physician as a way of
contributing to the mission program. "
In brief: The annual Chaco Bible School was held with almost full
responsibility assumed by community people. Student enrollment at the
mission was 46, with 13 being bussed.
(1980) "The mission has become a training ground for college students.
Carol Gehman, a senior at Messiah College, spent three weeks at
the...mission as a way of earning three hours of credit by assisting in
a classroom, but more importantly, learning about another culture and
people. "
The English-speaking and Navajo-speaking congregations at the
mission merged. Periodic meetings were planned to include Chaco,
Farmington, and the mission group in a worship rally, followed by a
meal in the Community Center.
The Marion Heisey family left the mission on May 30 after nearly 12
years as general director. Dr. K. B. Hoover was named Interim
Director for July and August. Ben Stoner then assumed the role of
"acting superintendent and pastor."
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In brief: The school year began with a student body of 37, with 22
boarding and 15 bussed ....Three staff members were involved in making
tapes of the new Navajo hymnal. ... Community outreach continued with
the community center and the dental clinic (Dr. Phil Frey, dentist).
(1981) The Board for Missions decided to close the mission school at
the end of the 80-81 school year because of declining enrollment and
increasing educational opportunities nearby. Parents were encouraged
to send their children to the Berean Mission School.
Water: The mission well supplied water for a wide area. In April
the pump suddenly decreased its output.
George and Ethel Bundy answered the call to serve as the new
director and hostess at the mission, arriving in July. They brought
much experience and interest in missions to the Navajo people.
Navajo Marie Begay joined the staff in August to help in visitation,
Sunday School, camp meetings, and revivals.
When Theological Education by Extension (TEE) was explained to
John Peter Yazzie, he responded, "It is what we really need." Used for
years in Africa and Latin America, TEE came to the mission, and then
to the reservation.
3SfH ANNIVERSARY (1982) On January 6 Ben Stoner received a
call, "I think your house is on fire!" He rushed outside; it was! And
it was out of control. School children and the staff helped carry much
out of the burning building. The house, the mission's first permanent
building, burned to the ground but" ... thank God, no one was hurt ...We
[Stoner family] often praise God for his care and the friends we
have ...across the brotherhood."
Funds: The mission director made a strong appeal for operational
funds in the amount of $48,000. Gifts had dropped off and various
big bills were due.
In brief: The Navajo Community Center began a special focus on
youth....Because of deterioration, the hospital building was dismantled;
Navajos were invited to help themselves to materials (small charge)
which they could use ....Rosa Eyster was honored for 35 years of valued
service at the mission--from the very first day ....The $48,000
operational need was received .... "Even though school is closed, the
mission educational outreach continues."

,-
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(1983) George Bundy reported: "Spring and summer months will be
punctuated by a Messiah College cultural group in May, ... revivals and
tent meetings, ...the Stoner's return in June, VBS in July, and youth
camps in August."
Rosa Eyster's words as she got on the plane on November 10, 1983,
were: "I can't believe I'm not coming back." She was, however, "just
as certain as the Lord led her here in 1947, he was leading her to
Oklahoma now." She didn't sleep well that first night in 1947, 36 years
before, because the wind blew hard and some horses prowled around
outside the tent. The first months were rainy; then the snows came.
She and the Nicholsons were often cold until they finally put up a wood
stove. In late February they moved into their new house and rejoiced
greatly. As the plane rose into the sky from the Farmington Airport,
Rosa left many Navajo friends behind.
(1984) The mission "always gets lots of sun, so we have started to
explore the possibilities of solar energy." A solar hot air collector was
built, and it worked. The total cost was about $5.00. Their hope was
to harness the sun to heat water. "Any suggestion from those of you
who have built solar hot water systems would be very highly
appreciated. "
Thief: Some checks were stolen from the mail by the area mail
delivery man. Regular financial supporters were advised to check
their records to see if any of their checks had been stolen.
Fortunately, none were.
The first time Tyler Lopez looked at a Navajo New Testament he
exclaimed, "What's that? How can anyone read it." This began a
series of years during which Ben Stoner taught Navajo reading to both
Navajos and whites. Ben requested: "Pray that as we learn to read
Navajo together God's Word will speak to the readers. Our aim is that
people will experience new life in Christ. "
In brief: The Navajo Education Center was renovated. ---Plans were
made for a reunion of former staff members in 1985. (this booklet to be
released at that celebration)
(1985) In 1983 five-year old Shawnte Yazzie fell into an Imgation
ditch; she was in the water 45 minutes. Doctors said she could never
be normal.
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Miracle: People were praying. Her first smile came five weeks
later... slow recovery ...January 85 ...doing wel1 in school. .. and she's
running!
Some facts about the Navajos:
Population approaching
200,000 ...capital at Window Rock, AZ ... have 108 Chapters (something
like counties) ... have own police force and judicial service... relate
primarily to federal government.
"Therefore, the Navajos should be in control of their own churches.
We [at the mission] are interested in building up a Brethren in Christ
fel10wship of churches."
The staff reunion convened on July 11-14, 1985. The Navajo News
featured many pictures and activities. As the saying goes, "A good time
was had by al1."
(1986) Navajo is one of the 1,785 languages in which the Bible is now
printed. On January 17 the Navajo Bible was formally dedicated in the
Farmington Civic Center. Wycliffe and the American Bible Society
cooperated on the project. Fannie Scott of the mission pent many years
working on the translation.
Danger: "Navajo Roy Larvingo is an iron worker. One day he was
working high in the air at a power plant. Suddenly a huge chain and
plank were falling toward him; the plank hit his arm. 'I knew I was
safe because God was taking care of me. '"
The circulation of Navajo News was 6,000 in 1986. The cost then:
ten cents a copy plus seven cents postage (much more now). "We
willingly send it to anyone who wishes to receive it. Many faithful
friends give financial support to this ministry."
40TH ANNIVERSARY (1987) (by Dean Potteiger, working with
Navajo youth) "I especially thank the Lord for ...Ernie Francisco. Ernie
is a Navajo in his mid 20s who was heavily involved in drugs and
alcohol, but through a miraculous experience with the Lord in jail, he
gave his life to Christ. He's been a big help in relating to the Navajo
young people through teaching and his personal testimony." (Ernie i
a 1995 graduate of Messiah Col1ege.)
Birthday! The mission was 40 years old. A special gathering was
held in the Community Center. An excellent article, written by
Ethel Bundy, appeared in the November Evangelical Visitor.
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"One of the avenues of reaching the needs of our community is the
Community Center. The average attendance for the past six weeks has
been 48. Many who come between 7 and 10 p.m. on Tuesday,
Thursday, and Saturday evenings are not Christians."
(1988) One of the men helping to replace the roof on the old "staff
house" which housed the Dennis Ritchey family fell through the ceiling.
He landed on Joanna's ironing board, breaking her iron. She was
displeased! What was worse, it happened again. At least she was better
prepared the second time.
"Indigenization--a long word with an important meaning. It has to do
with people taking primary responsibility for the Christian ministry
among themselves. It is a change from parent and child relationship to
a ministry of cooperation between equals. Usually, where people take
the initiative for Christian service, the church is strengthened and
grows. Here among the Navajos progress is being made."
Water: A pump was placed in the lower reservoir so Navajos who
haul water can filt their containers more quickly. (The writer
observed this valuable free service in 1996.)
A new telephone service was purchased, with plans to instal1 it before
long.
(1989) On January 10 five members of the Chaco congregation were
received into church membership. Several of the group felt they were
.already members because they had been baptized many years before.
But they had never accepted the membership covenant statement.
Through the years the Navajos have been slow to take the membership
step, even after baptism.
Leaders: George Bundy listed five Navajos who were fitling active
roles as key church leaders: George Wero, Rodney Ignacio, Earl
Nez Begay, Ernie Francisco, and Roy Larvingo, giving information
about each one.
"Last year Navajo officials linked three teenage suicides with
satanism.
The cult is growing among the Navajos.
A Tuba
City ...official blames the rise of satanism on the 'heavy metal culture'
of those disenchanted with the values of society. We have been told that
the body of one of the people buried here at the mission in 1989 had
been mutilated."
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The mISSiOn increased the amount of Navajo Christian literature.
Raymond John and Fannie Scott did an enormous amount of translation
work, primarily with TEE materials.
(1990) The two mission graveyards, the "final resting place" for 384
Navajo people, were completely filled. It therefore became necessary
to expand the second one. No whites are in the fIrst one. Only two
whites, a woman and man (names later), lie at rest in the expanded part
of the second cemetery.
Water: Another good story, told by Lula Asper Couch: When the
mission was drilling for water [1957] a group of us in California
were praying fervently. "Oh Lord, we pray that you will give [the
mission] a deep, gushing well of water...so that there will be
[enough] for the whole community .... " Several days later the good
news came. And the water is freely shared with all.
George and Ethel Bundy terminated their nine years of service at the
mission in August. Jeff and Connie Sechrist, at the mission for over a
year, succeeded them as superintendent and mission hostess.
Confession of a ten-year-old girl, on idols which hindered her
worship: "Yes, I have idols--my television set, my dolls, my books, my
dog, my jump rope, and my watch."
(1991) Dr. Alvin Heise was the first medical director at the Mi sion.
He departed this life in March of 1991. Evelyn Longenecker wrote a
beautiful tribute to him which was published in Navajo News.
Dr. Steve Cobb, professor of sociology and cultural anthropology at
Messiah College, spent two weeks at the mission gathering information
for a history of the mi sion he was starting to write. His focus was on
the Navajo culture. (As of this writing, the project is ongoing.)
For some years the mission discussed ways to help the many Navajos
entangled in the curse of alcoholism. It was agreed that they must be
shown the love of Christ, no matter what the cost in time and money.
In late 1991 an Overcomer's Outreach group was formed. The group
studied the 12 step program which has been effective around the world.
The need for the alcoholic to turn his/her life over to God i a very
important part of the program. "Pray for us that we may be strong and
courageous. Pray with us for a mighty moving of God's Spirit here in
Navajo Land." .. Jeff Sechrist, Supt.

50 Years of Ministry

33

45TH ANNIVERSARY (1992) Only heaven will reveal how many
Navajos have become believers and/or received spiritual nurture through
the mission. One example is Harry Larvingo, who died in February.
Excerpts follow from his children's tribute at the funeral, entitled "Dad,
We Thank You."
"For the many nights and days you cared for u , we thank you--You
showed us that by working hard we can provide for ourselves, we thank
you--From your friendly and caring per onality we perceive the
importance of brotherhood, we thank you--Teaching u to have faith in
God, we can have lives of happiness, we thank you."
Language: The staff continued to study the Navajo language, as
taught by Ben Stoner. "It is a slow and difficult process. It helps
us to understand the culture of a people who are dear to us."
The TEE program continued to be a vital part of the outreach and
encouragement to local Christians. The Navajos have a real desire to
know God, as evidenced by their questions.

(1993) George and Ernestine Chavez are a very special Navajo couple
at the mission.
As of June, 1993 they had 11 children, 29
grandchildren, and six great-greats. Both remember the early days at
the mission. Ernestine gave her heart to the Lord under John Peter
Yazzie's preaching. She has been a growing asset to the work at the
Chapel. George struggled with alcohol for many years. In early 1993,
with his wife's help, he gave his heart to the Lord. In his own words,
"This was the greatest moment in my whole life.
(Writer's note: When we were at the mission in 1996, Ernestine, now
in her early 70s, led in the singing of some choruses. Her voice was
sweet and clear.)
Jeff and Connie Sechrist left the mission in June, 1993. Garland and
Virginia Whittington replaced them as superintendent and interim pastor
of the mission church, and mi sion hostess.
John Peter Yazzie's 80th birthday was celebrated (a year early) along
with his 40 years of valuable service at the mission as interpreter,
teacher, preacher, pastor, and translator.
(1994) Transition: The Navajos once came on horseback and in
wagons, now they come in cars and pickups. Where there was almost
no witness, now there are small camp churches led by Navajo pastors.
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"Some may ask, 'Why are we still here if there is no longer a hospital
or school?' We still provide many services, but our focus is changing
to a stronger evangelistic emphasis. We will continue with our
substance abuse counseling, our training of leaders, and our sensitivity
to cultural values. We are here to evangelize, not to anglicize."
...Garland Whittington.
Water: The state required the mission to chlorinate its perfectly
clear, pure water. New storage tanks were needed. The project
would be costly. At the end of May over $4500 had been received.
VS people were waiting.
Because of Garland's heart attack, the Whittingtons left the mission
after 16 months of service. Paul and Tommie Mohler were asked to fill
in until the new superintendent arrived.
(1995) On March 3 Charlie and Leone Byer arrived at the mission to
begin their ministry as superintendent and mission hostess. They had
pastored in Canada for 22 years.
Two shocking deaths: Connie Sechrist, who still lived in the area,
died from a heart attack, and became the first anglo to be buried in the
mission cemetery in its 48-year history. Paul Mohler died in his chair
at the mission on October 1, also of a heart attack. The funeral was in
the mission chapel, and his was the second anglo body interred in the
mission cemetery. His wife Tommie was in the hospital at the time,
recovering from pneumonia.
Charlie Byer was giving leadership to seven church services/Bible
studies a week. "We have several hundred acres, a craft store, thrift
store, and laundromat to maintain as well. We are not complaining--we
are encouraged, but we are also busy. Pray for us. "
(1996) The Board of Directors met at the mission in January and made
two announcements: First, a homecoming and revival are planned for
July 13-20, 1997, to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the mission.
Second, an alcohol and drug treatment program (Overcomers) will be
opened at the mission. "Almost every family in the area is affected by
alcohol abuse. Half the plots in the cemetery are the result of alcohol.
The closest Christian treatment program is 130 miles away."
June: According to Charlie, "We are on target with planning for the
Overcomers program, [with a] January I start up date." He said that
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staff and facilities are in place. Roger Rassch came in early September,
as Program Director, along with his wife Audrey.
November: Roger Rassch reports: At least three teachers from our
community, with a hundred years of collective experience to their own
Navajo people, plan to participate on a volunteer basis. Sponsors are
needed for those who cannot pay the fee for the three month course:
singles, $450; families, $720. (Update: Overcomers has been changed
to a 30-day program, with an option to stay an extended 30 to 60 days.
This new plan is working well.)
Water: (one final time) In a December 1996 letter to mission
supporters, Supt. Charlie Byer reported, "...our water pump burned
out recently .... We needed a drilling rig to pull it out and reinstall
a new pump, leaving an unexpected bill of $2300."
And, as has happened again and again in the past 50 years, funds
came in to underwrite this expense. And one more time the mission staff
responded, "It is because of...your generosity that we are able to keep
[the mission moving forward] .... What a privilege to be partners in
Kingdom Work."

50TH ANNIVERSARY (1997) Reflections
By J. Wilmer Heisey, first long-term mission superintendent
In a sense the Navajo Mission has been a laboratory for discipleship
and mission for the several hundred servants of the church who later
served elsewhere, in America and overseas. The Navajo people, whom
we came to know and love, understood that our cultural understandings
were at times quite limited. But, individually, many Navajos made
significant contributions to the lives of the mission workers.
When a Navajo believer volunteered that, "we are brothers and
sisters, in Christ," that testimony had great meaning. The Apostle Paul
put it this way: "So all of us, in union with Christ, form one body, and
as parts of it we belong to each other." Romans 12:5 (J .B.)
By Marion J. Heisey, second long-term mission superintendent
The evolution in change at the Navajo Mission is exciting because
each change reflects the need at the time. I believe each change made
over the years was appropriate, relevant, and contemporary. We don't
create change for the sake of change, but because a need exists.
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Foundations are established as building blocks for each phase of
development builds on what went before.
There is no such thing as going "backward" in a program, but only
capturing what is needful at the time. Statistics change, personnel
changes, programs change, leaderslUp changes, but vision and objectives
essentially remain the same.
It is interesting to note that the first proposal for an alcohol rehab
center was written in 1976, but it took 20 years for it to come to
fruition in a fonn that is workable, practical, and visible. God does not
negate or obliterate the work that went before. "... So then neither is he
that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the
increase. Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one.... " I Cor.
2:7-8
By George Bundy, third long-term mission superintendent
The decade of the 80's began with change at Navajo Mis ion. The
hospital had discontinued and now early in 1981 the school closed as
well. Staff had changed. From 38 in 1972 and 24 in 1980, it dropped
to six (for a time just two of us!). All of this caused one Navajo man
to ask, "What are you doing over there?" Of course, we continued to
do many things.
Among the new moves was the training program for church leaders
know as Theological Education by Extension (TEE). There were two
weekly Bible study programs for all ages during the spring and fall.
The reviving of the camp meeting program of former years, now called
Sagebrush, was an effort to bring spiritual renewal. A Brethren in
Christ membership was established to develop a feeling of ownership.
Congratulations to those many Navajo families who participated
intimately in the life of Navajo Mission during the past 50 years. It has
been a wonderful journey, and those of us who shared in that journey
rejoice with you!
By Charles Byer, present mission superintendent
It is our privilege to be a part of the Navajo Brethren ID Christ
Mission at this milestone in her history. One of the recurring
realizations is the vast impact the mission has had these fifty years.
Most every Navajo I talk with has been connected here. Many of the
2500 people born in our hospital still live in the area. Former students
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proudly talk of teachers and staff. Many Navajos return to pay respect
to loved ones interred in our cemeteries. At many community church
gatherings tribute is paid to Brethren in Christ teaching and influence.
At this point in IUstory, our community focus is the BIC Overcomers
Program, which is a residential program geared to point substance
abusers to the overcoming power of God.
Other social needs are met by providing water, laundry, and shower
facilities, a used clothing store, a retail craft store, and some GED
opportunities. Our chapel membership is near 50, with an average
attendance of 35. We pray for many more years of positive influence
for the kingdom of God in this remote area of USA.
Conclusion by writer: As I studied reports and talked to various
people involved in the ministries of the Navajo Mission during the past
50 years, I came to the conclusion that the mission's life is much like
an individual Christian's life. There are high points and low point,
with routine and mundane experiences scattered between. With the
unfolding of the years at the mission, an untold amount of blessing
flowed out to the native Americans being evangelized, nurtured,
educated, and healed. And while that was happening, the mis ionaries
also received spiritual strengthening, service skills, and inspiration.
The Navajo Mission has been an exciting ministry which gradually
came to involve the whole denomination. It has been carried forward
and upward on the muscles, emotions, intellects, funds, and prayers of
countless people.
The mission's welcome mat is always out. A visit will timulate your
faith and challenge your imagination. You will see for yourself that
wonderful things continue to happen there. In any event, our prayers
(which mission personnel have sought passionately from the first) will,
as always, help enlarge the vision and vigor of the Navajo Mission's
ministries.

e5ketches of the first
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Navajo Mission Personnel
Please Note:
With few exceptions, this list includes only the names of those who served at
the mission for at least six consecutive weeks. A listing of all who served for
shorter times and gave significant service would likely contain at least 500 more
names.
In addition to the names below, the kind of service is given, often in abbreviated
form to allow for more information.
All names are listed alphabetically. When married couples are listed, the initial
of the spouseJs first name is place following the first name. Sample: John (A)
Smith.
Under the names of some married women their single name is listed. This
means that both spouses served at the mission as singles before they were married.
The names of Navajos are followed by an asterisk ("*").
Ethel Bundy has compiled a similar list of names with more information: dates
of service, single names, married names at present, cross-referencing, and those
deceased. This helpful list is available by calling or writing to the mission.
Our apologies for any incorrect information or omissions below. If you notice
such, kindly inform the mission and the correction will appear in a coming issue
of the Navajo News.

Melvin Cbavcz·. teacher's aide
Nita Chavcz·, support staff
Rachel Copeobaver. RN. teacber
Evelyn Covault, office manager
Bobby (S) Craighead ....tbus manag.maint
Shirley (B) Craighead. leacher
Jill (K) Crider. cburch mioiatries
Kconoelh (1) Crider. MD for staff
Twylla Crider. staff aDd scbool cook
Ricb Cuooiogbam. maintenance
Phoebe Dempsey·. nunc's aide
Martha Dodson. dorm auperviaor
Fred Eaton·, Church Board member
Lynda Eaton·. 1st certified staff tcbr
Carl (C) Eberly, maintenance. cook
Clara (C) Eberly. RN
nec Clara Meyer
Graot (1) Eby, cook
Jeaooe (G) Eby. cook
Esther (1) Edmonda. secretary
John (E) Edmonds, mainl, com center
Eldon Eldridge· . maintenance
David Engle. maintenance
Howard Engle. maintenance
Margaret (M) Engle. support staff
M.E. "Mike" (M) Engle, builder
Ralph (L) Engle. maintenance
Ricbard (S) Engle. leacher
Sara (R) Engle. teacher
Lucy (S) Ensminger. RN
Samuel (L) Ensminger. maintenance
Peggy Esbleman. hospital asst
Burton Everett. Dentist
Anna Jeao (1) Eyster, support staff

Tony Arviso·, maintenance
John Atencio·. Cb Board, bus driver
Nina Atencio·, Chaco Ch Board
Pauline Atencio·, Chaco Ch.Bd ....t pBBtr
Don Baumao(1).officemgr.boop.dormpt
Jeao Baumao(D), LPN, dorm parent
ncc Jeao Hoffman
Edwin Baybylle·, BOD, Overcome",
Evoooe Bayhylle·, Overcome", program
Billy Begay·. showe"" IaUDdry, worlcshop
Ernestine Begay·. Ch Bd, mia Bd of Direc
Lilly Begay·. dorm superviaor
Marie Begay· • viaitation. teacber
Etta Bcoally· • jewelry, Self Help progrm
ABa Bert, dorm superviaor, maintenance
Ruby (1) Betoni·. interpreter
John (R) Betoni·, maintenance
Jaoe Beyale·. clinic int, clerical
Lany (L) Bomberger, lchr, bus dr, coacb
Lioda (L) Bomberger, teacher
Laura Bond, RN
Gemey Boniface, dorm aupvr, tchr'a aide

Aooa Brubaker. cook
Lucy (S) Brubaker. homemaker. sptstaff
Samuel (L) Brubaker. MD. Medical Dir
Samuel Buckwalter. hospital builder
Bruce BUDdy, computer technician
Ethel (G) BUDdy, hoslea8. teacher, writer
George (E) BUDdy. Superintendent
Charles (L) Byer. Supterinleodent
Leone (C) Byer. hoslea8, ladies ministrs
Dorothy Campbell. dorm superviaor
Marie Carlino. office reccp, sewing cl
Allen Charles, maint, boop ...iatant
Dorothy Charles, flnlt schoolteacber
MaJjorie Charles, support staff
Richard Charles, bosp BBt,mchnic.electr
Ernest Chavcz·, bead cook. dorm parcot

Joyce Eyster, bospital aide
Kathy Eyster. office secretary
Rosa Eyster, long term missiooary
Euoice Fohringer. kitchen aide
Ernie Fraociaco· .SS tchr.youth,TEE.cbbd
Gleoace Frey. leacher. writer
Philip Frey, denliat. commuo ctr asst
Allyne Fricscn. cook
Martha Garber. RN
Ruth Gettel. RN
Carl Ginder, mainl, vacation supt
Nina Goldtooth·, bosp assl,int.tehr.dorm

Beth (M) Boole, bomcmalcer, aupport staff
Esther Boole. teacber, secretary
Lanette Boole. hoop aide, camp worker

Ernestine Cbavcz·, weaving. viaita.Cb Bd
Ervin Chavcz·, teacber's aide
Julia Chavcz·. head coole. dorm parcot

Geoffrey Gomcz. maintenance
Donna (H) Gordon. staff aDd school cook
Herbert (D) Gordon, maintenance. cook

Morria (B) Book. MD. Medical Director
Ruth Book, RN
Bcn (P) Books. builder
Priacilla (B) Books. cook
Naomi Brecbbill. teacher
Mildred BriJlinger. RN
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Daooy (B) Eyster. dairy. maintenance
Barbara (D) Eyster, leacher, dorm superv
nec Barbara Hoffer
John Deao (A) Eyster. Bd of Dir, constr

Richard Gordon. maintenance
W. Eugene (S) HaBB. teacher.dormsupervi
Sophia (E) HaIlS. RN
nec Sophia ReynoWs
Ralph Hslter. cook
Rose Hamilton. tchr's aide. dorm superv
Ruth Haaaeoauer. RN
Jessie Hastings, patient care
Barbara Hauck. patient care. sewing
Alvin (M) Heise. MD. medical director
Keith Heise, accountant,did audit review
Maxine (A) Heiae. homemaker. spt slllff
Shirley Heise. RNA (same BB LPN)
J Wilmer (V) Heiaey. Superintendant
J Walter Heiaey. roaintenance
Jeao Heisey. secretary. office manager
Joyce (N) Heiaey. RN. Head Nu",e
Marilyn Heisey. principal,tchr.head sec
Marion (R) Heiaey. Mission Director
Nelson (1) Heiaey. maintenance
Dec Joyce Wolgemuth
Rachel (M) Heisey.secy.homernkr.teacher
nec Rachel Eshelman
Velma (W) Heisey. RN. hostess.
bomemaker
James (R) Helems. l.elIcher
Ronda (1) Helems. hospillil cook
Carol (E) Hensel. cook
Earl (C) Hensel. mainlenance
Cbris Heer. mamlenWlce
Earl Hess. maintenance
Erma Hess. RN. leacher
James (R) Hess. mainl.sch asst.dorm
Martha Hess. LPN
Raymond Hess. builder
ROSBDDB (1) Hess. RN. donn parent
nec ROSBDDB Wingert
Ruth (R) Hess. cook
Suie Naomi Hess. cook
J.D. Hinman. maintenance
Connie (W) Hoffman. homernkr. spt staff
Warren (C) Hoffman. principal. pastor
Naomi(OJ-lofstetter. LPN .Cbaco. viaitation
nee Naomi Sentz
Oren (N) Hofstetter. maint.visita.Chaco
Jeff (L) Hollenbach. purch agent. maint
Libby (1) Hollenbach. leacher
Anna (K) Hoover. mission hOSless
Anna Marie Hoover. hosp sec.receptioniat
Euoice Hoover. teacher
Keoocth (A) Hoover. interim Superintend.
Lorenzo lashie·. evangelist
Rodney Ignacio·.55 tchr.sLUdying for min
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lohn (M) Imboden. principal, te.<:ber
Mildred (1) Imboden, acbool ueiatant
Raymond lohn·, int,TEE.putor, tnnIla
Avery (B) Kanede. maintenance
Beulah (A) Kanode, cook
o.vid Kanode, maintenance, mechanic
Alice (C) Karns. dorm parent
Cecil (A) Karns, dorm parent
linda Kauffman, kitcben belper
Luke Keefer lr. teacber, principal
Greg Kennedy, teacber, acbool ueistant
Bill ( KoUar. Ianauage alUdy
uun (B) Kollar, aupport ataff
Elhel (1) Kreider, RN, bead nune
nee Elhel Wolgemuth
lill Kreider, teacber
lohn K (E) Kreider, MD, Med Dir
Brian (1) Lady. dorm parent
loyce (B) Lady, teacber, dorm parent
Mary Olive Lady, teacber, dorm aupervis
lohn (L) Landis. maint. conatruction
Lucy (1) Landis, teacber
Hany urvingo· ,acbl com memb, builder
Nita urvingo·, interpreter, boap aide
Nancy C Larvingo·, dorm, boap aide
Rita urvingo·, teacber'a aide
Roy Larvingo·. wilneu.cb bd, maint,bldr
Geneva uvy, RN
Peter Lee·, electrician
RllIIClI Lee, maintenance, mop work
Gladya Lehman, RN, pub health nune
Lucy Lehman, aurn aervice, cook
Earla (1) Leisey, dorm auperviaor
10hn (E) Leisey, dorm auperviaor
Donna (W) Lenhert,lndry,kitch,dorm.aide
Harvey W Lenhert, jack-of-all-Inldea
Sam Lenhert. builder, gardener
Wealey (D) Lenhert, laundry, maintenance
10anne Ligbt, kitcb & office uet, coole
Edna Long, RN
Martha Long, teacber
Ricbanl Long, maint, acb auperviaor
Evelyn (N) Longenecleer, cloth,cnft ahop
Neal (E) Longenecleer, dir of maintenance
Anna Mae (1) Ludwig, LPN, dorm auperv
10hn (A) Ludwig lr,dorm aupr.litency
&nnie (R) Mailloux, muaic, clothing ctr
Ricle (B) Mailloux, maint, Bible teacber
uuren Martin, achool coole
Tim McCullob, aupport ataff
Betb Melhom, office manager, blckeeper
linda Mellot, alUdent teacber
Edith Merkey, teacber, dorm parent
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o.vid Miller, boap ueistant, maint
Donald (L) Minter, MD, Medical Director
Martha (D) Minter, bomemalcer, aptataff
Ruth (S) Minter, bomemalcer. mia boateu
Samuel (R) Minter, Supt, builder, etc
Paul (1) Mobler. interim Supt,counaelor
Tommie (P) Mobler,cnfta, .. teacber
lane Monn, RN
Verda Moyer, RN
lay MUlIer, dorm auperviaor
10yce MllIICr, RN, teacber
lune M.....,r. aceretary, dorm parent
Charlea (P) Myen, maintenance
Peggy (C) Myen, co-boateu, coole
Robert Myen, maint, laundry, farm
Alvin Neuenacbwaoder, electrician
Philip Nez·, maintenance
Earl NezBegay·, preacber. int in youth
Saodra Lee Neyer, RN. bead nune
Michael Nicewaoder, maintenance
Elinor (L) Nicbolaon, teacher, boateu
lynn (E) Nicholaon, Superintendent
Evelyn Noel. RN
Marie Noel, leitchen help
Chriatian (S) Oberbolaer, prin & teacber
Shirlcy (C) Oberbolaer,bomemalcer,teacher
lanet Oberboltzer.tchr.clerical.dormaup
Anita (P) Pawelaki. bomemalcer, \ad iea min
Paul (A) Pawelalei, blueprinta, maint
lamea Peten, maintenance
Eva Platero·. 81Udent teacber
R Nelaon Poe, maint,coole. boya dorm
Dean Potteiger. maint, youth worker
lamea (R) Potteiger,acb uet,bldr,maint
Ruth (1) Howell, teacher
Mervin (R) Potteiger. coole
Ruth (M) Potteiger. LPN
nee Ruth Albrecht
Steven Potteiger, acbool coole
Audrey(R)Raaach, Overcmra. wom min
Roger (A) Raaach, dir of Overcomen
Karen Redfeam, painting, cleaning, etc
loe (M) Reeae, ach coole, building auperv
Marlene (1) Reeae, achool coole
Donald Reuler, Maintenance
Verna Mae Reuler,coole.office coordinatr
April Richardson, office & laundry uet
Ralph (S) Ricleel, maintenance
Sbirley (R) Ricleel, bomemalcer, aup 8taff
Dennis (1) Ritcbey. muaic.maint.bld,TEE
Elvin Ritchey lr, maintenance, laundry
loanna (D) Ritchey, ace, boolckpr, muaic
Doria Rohrer. cook
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Eugene Robrer, builder
E1izabeth Roaenberger, ace, buaineu adm
Ida Roaenberger. teacber
Eldon (N) Roaentrater, teacher
Nancy (E) R08entrater,RN,8ch bealth crd
Lois (L) Ruegg, clothing ctr 8uperviaor
Lome{l) Rueu.maint.Bible 8t,alcobol pr
Kathy Rutt, 8Upport 8taff
Isaac (N) Schmucleer. Supt, maint,etc
Nina (I) Schmucleer, miasion hoateu
Ninita Schmucleer, Hoap, leitchen,nuraide
Evalyn Schocle, RN
loel Schroeter, maint, gym activities
lane Scbwartz. boapital coole
Fannie Scoll· ,nu",' aide,int,trans.tchr
Connie (1) Secllriat, Ciliid '8 min,h08teu
leff (C) Sechrist, Supt,bldr,maint
D8llas Sbelly, maintenance
Fannie Shelly, 8ecretary
Glenn (1) Shonl<. maintenance, laundry
lean (G) Shonl<, LPN
Nancy Shull. RN
Cindy (K) Shultz, cloth ctr, anacle bar
Ken (C) Shultz, maintenance, builder
Donald (M) Sider. head mech, farm mangr
Elhel (1) Sider, school matron
10hn R (E) Sider, teacher
Marion (D) Sider, LPN, dental technician
nee Marion Winger
Marilyn (R) Smith,homemalcer.8upprtotaff
Robert (M) Smith, MD, Medical Director
Loran Smucleer. maint, construction
Lois Snoole, coole
Donna Sollenberger, RN
Joe Sormncra.

Iwnmer service

Sharon Sommen, 8ummer 8ervice
E1aie Stauffer, LPN, dorm 8upervisor
Eunice (l) Steinbrecller.homemlcr,labaut
LeRoy (E) Steinbrecller, MD, Medical Dir
Rolin Steinbrecher, maintenance
Earl K (M) Stem, buaineu manager
Martha (E) Stem, homemalcer, 8Upport 81f
lanice (V) Stoclcslager, 8Upport 8taff
Vemon (1) Stoclcslager. maintenance
Ben (E) Stoner, Supt,tchr.pastor,muaic
Eunice (B) Stoner,ho8tes8,cle,muaic
Eunice Stover, achool coole
Donald{M) Stutzman.bld,maint.tcb,busina
Martha (D) Stutzman, achool,coole,tcllr
Kathleen Thuma. RN, head nurse
Karen Tice, dorm mother.athletic inatruc
Bertha Todacheene·, int, nune'8 aide
Beaaie Trujillo·, int,n aide,dorm 8Uperv
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Debbie (S) Tyson. dorm parent. teacher
nee, Debbie Fox
Keith Tyson, ath dir. maint,dorm 8uperv
Steve (D) Ty80n.dorm 8uperv ,athletic dir
Annabelle Valdez·, dorm aui.stant
Anita Waldron, tutor, coach, office aut
Cllarles (S) Walten,MD, Medical Director
Sylvia (C) Walten, RN
Duane(K) Weaver,purch agnt,l1d,of maint
Karen (D) Weaver, achool 8ecretary
Cecil(R) Werito· ,ch bd,paslr.Cllacoch bd
Rae (C) Werito·, visitation
Sl1adrick Werito·. bldr, 8ch com, ch brd
Dulcy Wero·, typist, children'8 minis
George (P) Wero·, preacher.int.jaU min
Priacilla (G) Wero·, int, jail min.tchr
Keith Whiteael, maintenance
Garland (V) Whittington, Gen Supt, paslr
Virginia (G) Whittington, sewing center
Loreen Wideman, RN
Mark Wideman, maint
Mary Wideman, RN
Mary Sue Williams, cook
Urania Williams, RN
Lois Wilson. RN
Rhoda Winger, head h08pital cook
Joann Wingert, RN
Marilyn Wingert, teacher's aide
Angela Witter, secretary, craft shop
Marlin (P) Willer, maintenance
Phylli8 (M) Witter, 8ec. bookkeeper
Margaret Witter. dorm 8upervisor
Abner (0) Wolgemuth, NEe builder
Earl (1) Wolgemuth, admin, maintenance
Helen Wolgemuth. VSer, child worker
loan (E) Wolgemuth, teacher
Orpha (A) Wolgemuth, 8Upport staff
Jane Wolverton, teacher
Anne Wyld, dean of students
Alfred Yazzie·, school com, Church Bd
Annabelle yazzie·. 8ch cook, interpreter
&bbie Yazzie·, school chaplain. pastor
Jane Yazzie·, cook
Jimmy Yazzie. laundromat supervisor
John Peter Yazzie·,inl,paslr,evan,8ccom
Kenneth Yazzie·, Self Help jewelry
Willie Yazzie·, builder. school com memb
Ruth Zercher, RN, writer
10hn (N) Zimmennan, maint, farm,kitch
Nancy (1) Zimmerman, hosp and schl coole
Elaine Zook. 8ecretary

TOP: Dr. Leroy Steinbrecher accompanies Mr. Trujillo, a medicine man, to a
medical plane for a flight to Albuquerque for special treatment in 1964.
MIDDLE: George Bundy at the computer. BOTTOM: Education Building,
Chapel, and Boys Dorm, about 1987.

ABOVE: A mlnJstry planning
group, about 1983: Standing:
Fannie Scott, Ethel Bundy, Roy
Larvingo, Eunice Stoner,
Joseph, Becky, Timothy, and
Ben Stoner, Angela Witter,
Linda Bomberger, Carisa and
Larry Bomberger, Rosa Eyster.
Seated: Cecil Werito, Rae
Werito, Ernestine Chavez.
Front: John Peter Yazzie.
RIGHT: Clinic visitors in new
hospital, about 1953. Bertha
Todacheene IS the Nurse's
Aide.

ABOVE: Airview of mJSSlOn about 1960. Good well in foreground. No
sidewalks as yet (came about 1961). BELOW: Church Board at front of chapel
in 1989: Theresa Yazzie, Nancy Larvingo, Roy Larvingo, Ernestine Chavez,
Ernie Francisco.

ABOVE: Large Navajo funeral at the mission cemetery. BELOW: Old style
hogan on mission property. This hogan has been used by numerous people
through the years. Many Navajos today have more modern buildings.

RIGHT: Child on Navajo
cradleboard. BELOW: Mission
sign: Jane Beyale, Mary and
Shadrack Werito.

ABOVE: Bible translators:
Mrs. Martin, Fannie Scott,
David Tutt. LEFT: John Peter
Yazzie, dressed up and ready to
go from his room in 1958--a
routine for 43 of the mission's
50 year history.

Four couples who served as superintendent and mission hostess: ABOVE, L:

J. Wilmer and Velma Heisey served 14 years, 1952-1966. ABOVE, R: Marion
and Rachel Heisey served 12 years, 1968-1980. BELOW, L: George and Ethel
Bundy served nine years, 1981-1990. (These three couples provided leadership
for 35 of the mission's 50 years.) BELOW, R: Charlie and Leone Byer,
serving at present, 1995-.

TOP: Funeral crowd at the chapel. MIDDLE: Sarah Charlie and her new
baby at the hospital, 1957. The baby's two sisters, Lucinda and Virginai, look
on. BOITOM: Community Center. Used for socials, sports, showers, laundry,
youth activities, etc.

Paul Hostetler has written a fascinating account of the Navajo Brethren in
Christ Mission in New Mexico. His eye for interesting and important elements
gives sparkle and life to the story of an institution.
People are at the heart of this book. Among the many the author introduces
are Lynn Nicholson catching a vision for a mission among the Navajos, Peter
Yazzie "with a song in his heart," and a ten-year-old Navajo girl confessing that
her idols are "my television set, my dolls, my books, my dog, and my jump
rope. "
Through stories and people, Paul Hostetler has helped us to see God at work
in a small patt of his kingdom .
... Dr. E. Morris Sider, Professor of History, Archivist, author
With our daughters, Connie and I shared in the life of the Navajo Brethren
in Christ Mission for four years. In the close day-to-day interaction of the
mission community, we learned much about interpersonal relationships. In our
association with the Navajo people, we entered into the challenge and
fulfillment of cross-cultural friendships. In our work we participated in the
sustained commitment of the Brethren in Christ to serve the felt needs of the
Navajo people through the ministries of church, school, hospital, clinic,
community center, and alcoholic rehabilitation.
The magnificent vistas, the ubiquitous sagebrush, the glorious wildflowers,
the rugged terrain and weather, the resilient people, and the epiphanies of God
in the desert-all are cherished memories of our years in the Ts 'ah Tah
community.
. .. Dr. Warren L. Hoffman, denominational General Secretary
Paul Hostetler has served the Brethren in Christ Church as pastor, convention
director, college information director, stewardship director, and writer. He has
authored four books, edited two, and published numerous magazine articles.
After beginning his "retirement" years in 1990, he and his wife visited the
Brethren in Christ churches of North America. They promoted stewardship and
missions, and gave four months of Voluntary Service in Zambia, Africa. Paul's
work included (and continues to include) the donation of cabinet work and other
finish carpentry for churches and institutions such as the Navajo Mission.

